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Financial Guideline 2021/2022 - 20

Voluntary Secondary and
Community & Comprehensive Schools

Exceptional Minor Works Grant Funding with a particular focus
on supporting enhanced ventilation — (Circular 65/2021)

1. Introduction

The purpose of this guideline is to provide details of the Exceptional Minor Works Grant
Funding for Post Primary Schools in continuing to support the operation of schools generally
and particularly within a Covid-19 environment, with a specific focus on providing additional
support to schools for the implementation of the ventilation guidance published by the
Department in May 2021.

The payment of these grants at this stage gives schools the opportunity to undertake any
minor works including ventilation improvements at school level as a matter of priority. The
minor works grant funding provides good flexibility to address issues at local school level and
to take a targeted approach. Schools need not apply to the Department for approval to
carry out works or to purchase items to improve ventilation. Larger scale works (beyond the
level of this enhanced funding) can be addressed under the Department’s Emergency Works
Scheme.

This guideline should be read in conjunction with Circular 0062 /201 3 “Grant Scheme for Minor
Works to National School Properties”, with the principles outlined in that circular also applying
to Post Primary schools and the Department’s document “Practical Steps for the Deployment of
Good Ventilation Practices in Schools”.

2. Accessing Technical Advice on Ventilation

In supporting schools in undertaking ventilation improvements, good guidance is available here
on:

e Practical Steps for the Deployment of Good Ventilation Practices
e Carbon Dioxide Monitors (Your Questions Answered)

e Air Cleaners (Guidance for schools including HEPA Air Cleaner Technical Guidance in
Appendix 1, Your Questions Answered)


https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2019/11/c0062_2013-Grant-Scheme-for-Minor-Works-.pdf
https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2021/12/Practical-Steps-for-the-Deployment-of-Good-Ventilation-Practices-in-Schools-v3.pdf
https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2021/12/Practical-Steps-for-the-Deployment-of-Good-Ventilation-Practices-in-Schools-v3.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools/

Given that each school setting is different, individual schools are best placed to decide on the
appropriate measures for their school and have flexibility in this regard. For instance, the
funding also provides an opportunity for schools to enhance their outdoor learning
environments for use as the weather permits.

Given that there is no one solution that fits all scenarios, schools may seek specific technical
specialist advice/assistance of a Chartered Engineer or Registered Architect to advise on
appropriate measures to take for enhancing ventilation. An Engineer or Architect who is
currently, or has previously, worked on a project at the school may be well placed to give a
school some initial advice on ventilation matters. This may include advice on the appropriate
HEPA Air Cleaner unit as an additional measure in conjunction with other methods of ventilation
that are available, which is matched to the specific room size, volume and existing ventilation
arrangements in circumstances where poor ventilation continues to exist in a particular
room/area after the recommended measures in the Practical Steps have been applied.
Specialist advice/assistance of a Chartered Engineer or Registered Architect is an important
source of support for schools.

The HEPA Air Cleaner Technical Guidance in Appendix 1 in the Room Air Cleaner Guidance
document is particularly relevant here.

A dedicated team has been established in the Department of Education to support schools
that may have concerns about ventilation. The team is also available to contact schools where
required, walking through the steps that schools should take to deploy good ventilation
practices etc. Where it is not possible for a school to access the expertise of an engineer or
architect, and where necessary, a technical assessment to assist the school can be facilitated
through the Department.

3. Minor Works Grant Payment Amount for post primary schools

The amount payable is based on the enrolment bands set out in the table below:

School Size (Enrolments) Grant Amount
Up to 500 €20,000
501 to 750 €25,000
751 to 1000 €30,000
>1000 €35,000

4. Administration

The grant will be paid directly in one payment into the school bank account. It is envisaged
that the payment will be processed in December 2021.


https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2021/12/Room-Air-Cleaner-Guidance-for-Schools.pdf

Applications from post-primary schools in the fee-charging sector will be considered on a case-
by-case basis. Fee charging school have been contacted directly by the FSSU in relation to the
application process.

As with all exchequer grant-aid, school authorities should maintain detailed records on how
funding, provided under this scheme, was spent. If there is any unused funding this should also
be recorded.

Where there is insufficient funding to address specific ventilation enhancements schools can
address this through the Emergency Works Scheme.

Schools are required to adhere to procurement regulations and appropriately record costs
paid from the grant received. A Chartered Engineer or Registered Architect can provide
assistance to schools on procurement where required.

The payment of the grant at this time provides the opportunity to schools to undertake any
minor works including ventilation improvements as a matter of priority. Schools, on request,
must be in a position to provide the Department with a written statement of the expenditure of
the grant (which may be subject to compliance checks by the Department) and also a record of
any unused funding. The treatment and arrangements in respect of any unused funding will
be notified to schools by the end of 2022.

5. Recording the grant income and expenditure on Sage 50/Surf Accounts

The existing Covid Minor Works Grant and Expenditure codes can be used to record the
income and expenditure. These codes are set out in the tables below.

Covid Minor Works Grant (CMWG) used for capital purposes

Grant income code Expenditure Code Example

3905 — Covid Minor 3941 — Covid Minor Works | CMWG is used for the purposes of

Works Capital Grant Building Expense construction, alteration, extending the school

Income building or structure
1425 — Covid Minor Works | CMWG is used to purchase HEPA air
Fixtures, Fittings and cleaner unit, additional furniture for outside,
Equipment single desks etc.

Covid Minor Works Grant (CMWG) used for non-capital purchases

Grant Income Code Expenditure Code Example

3277 — Covid Minor Works 5316 — Covid Minor Works Rental of additional
Grant (non-capital) (non-capital) Expense space /rooms



https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2021/03/cl0068_2020.pdf

6. Queries

Queries in relation to minor works grant payments should be emailed to:
pbufinmgt@education.gov.ie

Queries in relation to ventilation should be emailed to:

Schools_Ventilation@education.gov.ie

Further information or clarification on any of the issues raised in this Guideline can be obtained

from the FSSU.

Tel: 01-269 0677
info@fssu.ie

15th December 2021


mailto:pbufinmgt@education.gov.ie
mailto:Schools_Ventilation@education.gov.ie
mailto:info@fssu.ie
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Treoirline Airgeadais 2021/2022 - 20

Mednscoileanna Deonacha,
Pobalscoileanna agus Scoileanna Cuimsitheacha

Deontas i leith Mionoibreacha EisceachtulaMaoinit a bhfuil

focas faoi leith aige ar thacaiocht don aerail fheabhsaithe —
(Ciorclan 65/2021)

1. Réamhra

Is é cuspdir na treoirline seo nd sonrai a sholdthar maidir leis an Maoinid Deontais i leith
Mionoibreacha Eisceachtila d’lar-Bhunscoileanna mar chuid den tacaiocht leaninach
d’fheidhmiu scoileanna i gcoitinne agus go hdirithe i dtimpeallacht Covid-19, agus fécas faoi
leith ar thacaiocht bhreise a sholdthar do scoileanna i dtaca le cur i bhfeidhm na treorach
aerdla arna foilsid ag an Roinn i mi na Bealtaine 2021.

Tugann ioc na ndeontas seo ag an bpointe seo an deis do scoileanna tabhairt faoi
mhionoibreacha ar bith, lena n-diritear feabhsichdin aerdla ar leibhéal na scoile, mar bheart
tosaiochta. Trid an maoinit deontais le haghaidh mionoibreacha, soldthraitear solGbthacht
mhaith chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar fhadhbanna ar leibhéal na scoile ditidla agus chun cur
chuige dirithe a ghlacadh. Ni chaithfidh scoileanna faomhadh a lorg é6n Roinn chun oibreacha
a dhéanamh nd chun earrai a cheannach le feabhas a chur ar an aerdil. Is féidir tabhairt
faoi oibreacha ar scéla nios mé (nios faide nd leibhéal an mhaoinithe fheabhsaithe seo) faoi
Scéim Oibreacha Eigeanddla na Roinne.

Ba chéir go léifi an treoirline seo i dteannta Chiorcldn 0062/2013 “Scéim Deontais do
Mhionoibreacha ar Fhoirgnimh Scoileanna Ndisiinta”, toisc go mbaineann na prionsabail atd
leagtha amach sa chiorcldn sin le hiar-bhunscoileanna chomh maith, agus i dteannta na cdipéise
6n Roinn dar teideal “Céimeanna Praiticivla chun Feidhm a Bhaint as Dea-Chleachtais Aerdla
i Scoileanna”.

2. Teacht ar Chomhairle Theicnivil maidir leis an Aerail

Mar thacaiocht do scoileanna agus iad ag tabhairt faoi fheabhsuithe aerdla, ta treoir mhaith
le f&il anseo maidir le:

e Céimeanna Praiticitla chun Feidhm a Bhaint as Dea-Chleachtais Aerdla i Scoileanna
e  Monatdiri Dé-Ocsaide Carbéin (Freagrai ar do Cheisteanna)


https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2019/11/c0062_2013-Grant-Scheme-for-Minor-Works-.pdf
https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2021/12/Practical-Steps-for-the-Deployment-of-Good-Ventilation-Practices-in-Schools-v3.pdf
https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2021/12/Practical-Steps-for-the-Deployment-of-Good-Ventilation-Practices-in-Schools-v3.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools/

e Glantdiri Aeir (Treoraiocht do scoileanna lena n-diritear Treoraiocht Theicnitil maidir
le Glantéiri Aeir HEPA in Aguisin 1, Freagrai ar do Cheisteanna)

| bhfianaise go bhfuil gach suiomh scoile éagsuil, is ag an scoil aonair is fearr a bheidh an
rogha cinneadh a dhéanamh i dtaca leis na bearta iomchui don scoil féin agus beidh
solUbthacht aici dé& bharr. Mar shampla, leis an maoinid, tugtar an deis do scoileanna feabhas
a chur ar na timpeallachtai foghlama lasmuigh lena n-0sdid md bhionn an aimsir in araiocht
dé.

| bhfianaise nach ann do réiteach amhdin atd oirinach i ngach cds, is féidir go lorgdidh
scoileanna sainchomhairle /cinamh speisialaithe teicnidil 6 Innealtéir Cairte né Ailtire Cléraithe
chun comhairle a thabhairt maidir leis na bearta iomchui atd le glacadh chun an aerdil a
fheabhso. D’fhéadfadh Innealtdir né Ailtire atd ag obair faoi lathair ar thionscadal sa scoil,
né a d’oibrigh roimhe seo air, a bheith feilitnach chun réamhchomhairle a thabhairt do scoil
ar dbhair aerdla. D’fhéadfadh go n-direofai air sin comhairle maidir leis an aonad iomchui
de Ghlantéir Aeir HEPA mar bheart breise i dteannta le bearta eile aerdla atd ar fdil a
oireann do shainmhéid an tseomra, don toirt agus do na socruithe aerdla atd ann cheana i
gcdsanna ina bhfuil droch-aerdil fés i seomra/limistéar faoi leith tar éis do chur i bhfeidhm
na mbeart molta sna Céimeanna Praiticitla. Is foinse thdbhachtach thacaiochta do scoileanna
comhairle /cinamh speisialtéra Innealtéra Cairte né Ailtire Cléraithe.

Td an Treoraiocht Theicnitil maidir le Glantdiri Aeir HEPA in Aguisin 1 den chdipéis maidir le
Glantéiri Aeir Seomra dbhartha go hdirithe anseo.

Tathar tar éis foireann thiomanta a chur ar bun sa Roinn Oideachais chun tacu le scoileanna
a bhféadfadh ceisteanna a bheith acu maidir leis an aerdil. Td an fhoireann ar fail freisin
chun teagmhdil a dhéanamh le scoileanna mdés gd, ag dul tri na céimeanna ar chéir do na
scoileanna iad a thégadil chun feidhm a bhaint as dea-chleachtas aerdla etc. Murar féidir le
scoil teacht ar shaineolas innealtéra né ailtire, agus mdas gd, is féidir measund teicnivil a éascu
trid an Roinn chun cinamh a thabhairt don scoil.

3. Méid an Deontais Mionoibreacha d’lar-Bunscoileanna

Td an méid a bheidh inioctha bunaithe ar na bandai rollaithe atd leagtha amach sa tabla
thios:

Méid na scoile (Rolluithe)  Méid an

Deontais
Suas le 500 €20,000
501 go 750 €25,000
751 go 1000 €30,000
>1000 €35,000



https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2021/12/Room-Air-Cleaner-Guidance-for-Schools.pdf

4. Riarachan

iocfar an deontas go direach isteach i geuntas bainc na scoile mar iocaiocht amhdin. Tathar
ag suil go ndéanfar an iocaiocht i mi na Nollag 2021.

Déanfar iarratais 6 iar-bhunscoileanna priobhdideacha a mheas cds ar chds. Rinne an FSSU
teagmhdil dhireach le scoileanna priobhdideacha maidir leis an bproéiseas déanta iarratais.

Mar is amhlaidh i gcds an chinaimh deontais uile én stdtchiste, ba cheart d’0dardis scoile taifid
mhionsonraithe a choinnedil maidir leis an tsli ar caitheadh an maoinit a soldathraiodh faoin scéim
seo. Mdas ann do mhaoinit nar baineadh feidhm as, is ceart é sin a thaifeadadh freisin.

Sa chds nach bhfuil go leor maoinithe ann chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar fhethsyithe aerdla ar
leith is féidir le scoileanna aghaidh a thabhairt air sin trid an Scéim Oibreacha Eigeanddla.

Ni foldir do scoileanna cloi le rialdchdin soldthair agus taifead a dhéanamh mar is iomchui ar
chostais a iocadh 6n deontas a fuarthas. Is féidir le hinnealtéir Cairte né le hAiltire Cldaraithe
cunamh a sholdthar do scoileanna maidir le soldthar nuair is gé.

Tugann iocaiocht an deontais ag an bpointe seo an deis do scoileanna tabhairt faoi aon
mhionoibreacha lena n-diritear feabhsichdin aerdla ar leibhéal na scoile mar dbhar tosaiochta.
Ni mér don scoil a bheith in ann rditeas scriofa maidir le caitheamh an deontais (rud a
bhféadfadh an Roinn a sheicedil a dhéanamh air 6 thaobh comhlionta de) agus taifead ar aon
mhaoiniv ndr baineadh feidhm as a sholdthar don Roinn ma iarrtar virthi déanamh amhlaidh.
Cuirfear scoileanna ar an eolas maidir le ldimhsedil agus socruithe i dtaobh aon mhaoinit ndar
baineadh feidhm as roimh dheireadh 2022.

5. loncam agus caitheamh an deontais a thaifeadadh in Sage 50/Surf
Accounts

Is féidir na céid atd ann cheana féin i gcomhair an Deontais Mionoibreacha Covid a Usdid
chun an t-ioncam agus an caiteachas a thaifeadadh. Td na céid sin leagtha amach sa tdbla
thios:

Deontas Mionoibreacha Covid arna Usdaid chun criocha caipititla

Céd ioncaim deontais

Céd caiteachais

Sampla

3905 — loncam 6
Dheontas Caipitil le
haghaidh Mionoibreacha
Covid

3941 — Costas Tégala
Mionoibreacha Covid

Baintear Usdid as an Deontas
Mionoibreacha Covid le haghaidh
Mionoibreacha Covid chun criocha
foirgneamh né struchtir na scoile a thégdil, a
leasy né a shineadh.

1425 — Daingnedin, Feistis
agus Trealamh
Mionoibreacha Covid

Baintear Usdid as an Deontas
Mionoibreacha Covid chun aonad glantéra
aeir HEPA, troscdn breise don taobh amuigh,
deasca aonair, etc., a cheannach.



https://www.fssu.ie/app/uploads/2021/03/cl0068_2020.pdf

Deontas Mionoibreacha Covid arna Usdid chun criocha neamhchaipitivla

Céd loncaim Deontais Céd caiteachais Sampla

3277 — Deontas 5316 — Mionoibreacha COVID Spdas/seomrai
Mionoibreacha Covid (Costas Neamhchaipitidil) breise a fhdil ar
(neamhchaipitivil) cios

6. Fiosruithe

Is ceart fiosrdchdin maidir le hiocaiochtai deontas mionoibreacha a sheoladh chuig
pbufinmgt@education.gov.ie

Is ceart fiosrdchdin maidir le haerdil a chur chuig: Schools_Ventilation@education.gov.ie

Is féidir tuilleadh eolais nd soiléiriv a fhdil ar aon cheann de na saincheisteanna sa Treoirline
seo ach dul i dteagmhdil le FSSU.

Guthén: 01-269 0677
info@fssu.ie

15 Nollaig 2021


mailto:pbufinmgt@education.gov.ie
mailto:Schools_Ventilation@education.gov.ie
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