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Agenda

• Overview of the FSSU and School Legal and 
Regulatory Framework

• Frequently asked questions during 2018/2019 
submission process

• Changes to the portal for online submission of 
accounts and

• Financial accounts reporting changes for the 
2019/2020 School Year



The Financial Support Services Unit

• The FSSU was set up under DES 

Circular M36/05

• Further Circulars 60/2017 & 02/2018 

issued to include the primary and 
Community & Comprehensive sectors

• The FSSU is primarily a support 

mechanism for C&C, primary and 
voluntary secondary schools



School Legal and Regulatory Framework



Education Act 1998

• Statutory basis for the education system

• Sets out the role and responsibility of Trustees/Patron and Board of Management

• Section 12: State funding of schools

• Section 14: Establishment of Boards of Management (BOM)

• Section 15: Relationship of Patron and BOM

• Section 18: Accountability



Education Act 1998 - Section 18

Section 18 of the Education Act 1998 states that:

“the board shall keep all proper and usual accounts and records of all
monies received by it or expenditure of such monies incurred by it and
shall ensure that in such year all such accounts are properly audited or

certified in accordance with best accounting practice; accounts
kept in pursuance of this section shall be made available by the school
concerned for inspection by the Minister and by parents of students

in the school, in so far as those accounts relate to monies provided in
accordance with section 12.”

(S. 18 Education Act 1998)



For more information visit our website www.fssu.ie

The webinar will be available on our website



FAQ - 2018/2019 submission process

• Schools unregistered with Charities Regulatory Authority

• Treatment of Unspent Ringfenced Grants

• Treatment of Land and Buildings

• Parents Association/Council bank accounts not included in annual accounts

• Separate boards operating a common/shared bank account



Annual online submission process

• Annual school accounts to be submitted 
to the FSSU for the 2019/20 school year

• First year of submission for the 
Community & Comprehensive schools

• Prepared using the Chart of Accounts

developed by the FSSU

• Present the accounts to the board of 

management







Financial accounts for the 2019/2020 School Year

• Annual Accounts to be prepared to the 31st August 

• Prepared using the Chart of Accounts developed 
by the FSSU

• Present the accounts to the board

• Complete the online submission to the FSSU by 28th 

February 2021

• Report to parent’s





Changes to the Financial Statements Creditors 

and Accruals



Ring-fenced Grants

Some grants are given for a specific purpose and are expected 

to be spent for that purpose only.

Grants in this category would include:

• Book Grant
• Minor Works Grant
• ICT Grant
• All Capital Grants
• Supervision and Substitution Grant
• Covid Support Grants



Covid 19 Supports

Financial supports have been made available to schools to fully 

and safely open:

Covid 19 Grants in this category would include:

• Minor Works Enhanced
• Covid Aide
• Covid Enhanced Supervision (Post Primary only)
• Covid Capitation Grant for Cleaning
• Covid Capitation Grant for PPE and Sanitisation



Thank you for joining the webinar

If you have any further questions

please telephone or email us

Primary  01 910 4020

Post Primary  01 269 0677

Email support@fssu.ie 


