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VAT treatment of services and goods received from abroad

Introduction

The Revenue Commissioners have issued the following VAT guideline for schools when goods
and serviced are purchased from Northern Ireland, UK and other EU member states.

Intra-Community Acquisitions of goods

VAT registered schools are obliged to self-account for VAT on goods they purchase from
other EU Member States, such as the UK, regardless of the value of the goods. The rate of
VAT that applies is the same rate as if the goods were purchased in the State. The VAT
registered school must include the VAT in their VAT return in the taxable period in which the
goods were purchased (Box T1 in the VAT return).

It is important to note, that this only applies where the goods were dispatched and
transported from the territory of another EU Member State to the territory of Ireland. The
VAT treatment of goods is determined by reference to their location and whether they were
dispatched or transported. There are also separate rules for acquisitions of a new vehicle
which for the purposes of this letter are not relevant.

Example 1

A VAT registered school purchases some lockers from a supplier in the UK; the goods are
located in the UK and are dispatched to the school from the UK. The value of the goods is
€3,000.

As the school is registered for VAT, they are obliged to self-account for the Irish VAT on
these goods as they have made an intra-Community acquisition. The VAT rate of the lockers
in Ireland is 23%.

The VAT is calculated by the school as follows:

€3,000 x 23% = €690

The school includes the VAT of €690 in their VAT return (Box T1 in the VAT return).
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The school should quote its VAT number to the supplier in the UK to ensure that they are not
charged UK VAT on the lockers.

Example 2

A VAT registered school purchases some lockers from a VAT registered supplier in Ireland.
The goods are located in Ireland at the time of the supply. The value of the goods is €2,000.

The school is not obliged to self-account for the VAT on these goods as it has not made an
intra-Community acquisition. Instead, the supplier must issue an invoice to the school (with
VAT) and account for the VAT on this supply in their own VAT return. The school simply pays
the supplier the fee plus VAT as per the invoice.

Services received from abroad

VAT registered schools are obliged to self-account for the VAT on services received from
suppliers in other EU Member States. The rate of VAT that applies is the same rate as if the
services were purchased in the State. The VAT registered school must include the VAT in
their VAT return in the taxable period in which the service is supplied.

Example 3

A VAT registered school receives some consultancy services from a supplier in the UK. They
are charged €1,000 for the services.

As the school is registered for VAT, they are obliged to self-account for the Irish VAT on
these services. The applicable VAT rate on the services is 23%.

The VAT is calculated by the school as follows:
€1,000 x 23% = €230
The school includes the VAT of €230 in their next VAT return (Box T1 in the VAT return).

The school should quote its VAT number to the supplier in the UK to ensure that they are not
charged UK VAT on the consultancy services.

Example 4

A VAT registered school receives some consultancy services from a VAT registered supplier
in Ireland. They are charged €1,500 for the services.

The school is not obliged to self-account for the VAT on these services as they have not
received a service from abroad. Instead, the Irish trader must issue an invoice to the school
(with VAT) and account for the VAT on this supply in their own VAT return. The school simply
pays the fee plus VAT to the supplier as per the invoice.

Self-accounting for VAT
The VAT treatment set out above concerns Boards of Management of schools that are

registered for VAT because of their RCT obligations. These rules also apply to different
types of entities that are registered for VAT. Care should be taken with purchases of



goods as it is the location and movement of the goods that will determine the ultimate
VAT treatment and who is accountable for the VAT. This is different from the rules on
services as they are generally determined by reference to the VAT status and location of
the supplier and the purchaser.

Where there is doubt over the VAT treatment of a service or good acquired from another
EU Member State, the school should ensure that they verify the correct VAT treatment. VAT
registered schools can avail of Revenue Technical Services if they require assistance from
Revenue (please see https://www.revenue.ie /en/tax-professionals/rts /index.aspx).

Revenue also has a comprehensive database of VAT rates for a number of services and
goods that may be of assistance - https://www.revenue.ie/en/vat/vat-rates/search-vat-
rates /index.aspx

Further information or clarification on any of the issues raised in this Guideline can be
obtained from the FSSU.
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Canachas CBL seirbhisi agus earrai a fhaightear 6n gcoigrioch

Réamhra

Td& an treoirline CBL seo a leanas eisithe ag na Coimisinéiri loncaim do scoileanna sa chés
go gceannaitear earrai agus seirbhisi 6 Thuaisceart Eireann, én Riocht Aontaithe agus 6
bhallstdit eile AE.

Earrai a fhail laistigh den Chomhphobal

Td dualgas ar scoileanna atd cléraithe le haghaidh CBL féinchuntas a thabhairt ar CBL ar
earrai a cheannaionn siad 6 Bhallstait eile AE, amhail an Riocht Aontaithe, is cuma luach na
n-earrai. Is é an rata CBL a bhfuil feidhm leis nd an rata céanna amhail dé gceannéfai na
hearrai sa Stat. Ni mér do scoileanna atd cldraithe le haghaidh CBL an CBL a chur san
direamh ina dtuairiscedn CBL sa tréimhse inchdinithe inar ceannaiodh na hearrai (Bosca T1
ar an tuairiscedn CBL).

Td sé tdbhachtach a thabhairt do d’aire nach bhfuil feidhm aige seo ach amhdin sa chds
gur seoladh agus gur iompraiodh na hearrai 6 chriocha Ballstat eile AE go criocha na
hEireann. Is de bhun tagartha da lathair a chinntitear cdnachas CBL earrai agus cibé acu
ar seoladh né ar iompraiodh iad. Td rialacha ar leithligh ann le haghaidh fdltais feithicle
nua, rud nach bhfuil dbhartha chun criocha na litreach seo.

Sampla 1

Cheannaigh scoil atd claraithe le haghaidh CBL roinnt taisceaddn 6 sholdathrai sa Riocht
Aontaithe, td na hearrai lonnaithe sa Riocht Aontaithe agus seoltar iad chuig an scoil én
Riocht Aontaithe. Td luach €3,000 ar na hearrai.

Toisc go bhfuil an scoil claraithe le haghaidh CBL, t& dualgas orthu féinchuntas a thabhairt
ar an CBL Eireannach ar na hearrai seo, toisc go bhfuil faltas laistigh den Chomhphobal
déanta acu. Td rata CBL 23% in Eirinn ar na taisceaddin.

Riomhann an scoil an CBL mar seo a leanas:

€3,000 x 23% = €690

Cuireann an scoil an CBL €690 ina dtuairiscedn CBL (Bosca T1 sa tuairiscedn CBL).



Ba chéir don scoil a uimhir CBL a lua leis an solathrai sa Riocht Aontaithe le cinntit nach
ngearrtar CBL sa Riocht Aontaithe orthu i leith na dtaisceaddn.

Sampla 2

Cheannaigh scoil atd cléraithe le haghaidh CBL roinnt taisceaddn 6 sholdthrai in Eirinn atd
cléraithe le haghaidh CBL. Td na hearrai lonnaithe in Eirinn ag trath an tsolathair. Ta luach
€2,000 ar na hearrai.

Nil dualgas ar an scoil féinchuntas a thabhairt i leith CBL ar na hearrai seo, ar an dbhar
nach bhfuil fdltas laistigh den Chomhphobal déanta acu. Ina it sin, ni mér don solathrai
sonrasc a eisivint chuig an scoil (le CBL) agus cuntas a thabhairt i leith an CBL ar an soldthar
seo ina dtuairiscedn CBL féin. Nil ann ach go n-iocann an scoil an tdille leis an solathrai
méide an CBL de réir an tsonraisc.

Seirbhisi a fhaightear 6n gcoigrioch

Td dualgas ar scoileanna atd claraithe le haghaidh CBL féinchuntas a thabhairt i leith CBL
ar sheirbhisi a fhaightear 6 sholdthraithe i mBallstdit eile AE. Is é an rata CBL a bhfuil feidhm
leis nd an rdta céanna amhail dd gceannédfai na seirbhisi sa Stat. Ni mér don scoil atd
cléraithe le haghaidh CBL an CBL a chur san direamh ina dtuairiscedn CBL sa tréimhse
inchdinithe inar soldthraiodh an tseirbhis.

Sampla 3

Faigheann scoil atd cldraithe le haghaidh CBL roinnt seirbhisi comhairlidchdin 6 sholéthrai
sa Riocht Aontaithe. Gearrtar €1,000 orthu as na seirbhisi.

Toisc go bhfuil an scoil cldraithe le haghaidh CBL, t& dualgas orthu féinchuntas a thabhairt
ar an CBL Eireannach ar na seirbhisi seo. An rata CBL infheidhmithe ar na seirbhisi nd 23%.

Riomhann an scoil an CBL mar seo a leanas:
€1,000 x 23% = €230
Cuireann an scoil an CBL €230 ina gcéad tuairiscedn eile CBL (Bosca T1 sa tuairiscedn CBL).

Ba chéir don scoil a uvimhir CBL a lua leis an solathrai sa Riocht Aontaithe le cinntiv nach
ngearrtar CBL sa Riocht Aontaithe ar na seirbhisi comhairlidchdin.

Sampla 4

Faigheann scoil atd cldraithe le haghaidh CBL roinnt seirbhisi comhairlidchdin 6 sholéthrai
atd claraithe le haghaidh CBL in Eirinn. Gearrtar €1,500 orthu as na seirbhisi.

Nil dualgas ar an scoil féinchuntas a thabhairt i leith CBL ar na seirbhisi seo, ar an dbhar
nach bhfuil seirbhis én gcoigrioch faighte acu. Ina dit sin, ni mér don tradalai Eireannach
sonrasc a eisivint chuig an scoil (le CBL) agus cuntas a thabhairt i leith an CBL ar an solathar
seo ina dtuairiscedn CBL féin. Nil ann ach go n-iocann an scoil an tdille leis an soldathrai
moéide an CBL de réir an tsonraisc.



Féinchuntas i leith CBL

Baineann an cdnachas CBL atd leagtha amach thuas le Boird Bainistiochta scoileanna atd
cléraithe le haghaidh CBL mar gheall ar a ndualgais maidir leis an gCdin Conarthai lomchui.
Baineann na rialacha seo chomh maith le cinedlacha éagsula eintiteas atd cldraithe le
haghaidh CBL. Ba chéir coram a thégdil i leith ceannachdin earrai toisc gurb é an lathair
agus gluaiseacht na n-earrai a chinnteoidh an cdnachas CBL ar deireadh agus cé ata
cuntasach i leith an CBL. Td sé seo éagsuil 6 na rialacha ar sheirbhisi toisc go gcinntitear
iad de bhun tagartha do stddas CBL agus lIathair an tsoldthrai agus an cheannaitheora.

Nuair atd amhras faoi chdnachas CBL seirbhise né earra a fhaightear 6 Bhallstét eile AE,
ba chéir don scoil a chinntid go bhfioraionn siad an cdnachas ceart CBL. Féadann scoileanna
atd claraithe le haghaidh CBL leas a bhaint as Seirbhisi Teicnidla na gCoimisinéiri loncaim
ma theastaionn cabhair vathu 6 na Coimisinéiri loncaim (féach
https: / /www.revenue.ie /ga /tax-professionals/rts /index.aspx).

Té& bunachar cuimsitheach rdtai CBL ag na Coimisinéiri loncaim le haghaidh roinnt seirbhisi
agus earrai a fhéadann a bheith ina gcabhair - https://www.revenue.ie/en/vat/vat-
rates/search-vat-rates/index.aspx

Is féidir tuilleadh eolais n6 soiléiriu a fhail ar aon cheann de na saincheisteanna sa
Treoirline seo ach dul i dteagmhdil leis an FSSU.

Foén: 01-269 0677
info@fssu.ie
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